EXAMEN DE SUFICIENCIA

MUESTRA Nº 2

A.- READ AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS THAT FOLLOW.


Alzheimer`s disease impair a person`s ability to recall memories, both distant and as recent as a few hours before. Although there is not yet a curte for the illness, there may be hope for a cure with a protein called nerve growth factor. The protein is produced by nerve cells in the same region of the brain where Alzheimer`s occurs. Based on this relationship, scientists from the University of Lund in Sweden and the University of California at San Diego designed an experiment to test whether doses of nerve growth factor could reverse the effects of memory loss caused by Alzheimer`s. Using a group of rats with impaired memory, the scientists gave half of the rats doses of nerve growth factor while giving the other half a blood protein protein as a placebo, thus creating a control group. At the end of the four-week test, the rats given the nerve growth factor performed equally to rats with normal memory abilities. While the experiments do not show that nerve growth factor can stop the general process of deterioration caused by Alzheimer`s, they do show potential as a means to slowing the process significantly.

1. What is the main topic of this passage?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. Where is nerve growth factor produced in the body?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Did the experiments show any significant benefits from nerve growth factor?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. What does the experiment consist of?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. Is there a cure for Alzheimer’s?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

B.- FIND WORDS IN THE TEXT WHICH MEAN THE FOLLOWING.


To visit a computer supermarket these years is to step into a dizzying world of cybernetics by way of computer application unimagined even a generation ago. A dazzling array of software packages allows a huge choice of programs to load onto the home computer. Brightly colored screens on monitors, or video display terminals, invite the browser to use a mouse, a peripheral that allows users to point to the operations they want to use on the computer. They can also explore the Internet, an international network of computer networks, connected by means of a telephone device called a modem. Interested consumers can learn how to correspond electronically from their home computers by e-mail and how to organize household accounts on the spreadsheet program that aids recordkeeping. 

6.- ……………………………….  The programs that tell the computer what functions to perform.

7.- ………………………………...    a computer program that allows the user to enter and manipulate data, especially numbers.

8.- ………………………………….    the study of computer technology.

9.- ………………………………….    devices connected to computers to allow additional functions.

10.- ………………………………..   a pointing device that allows users to indicate on the screen what operation they want to use.


Probably no town, city or state in this country is immune to the controversy that always surrounds attempts to cut government budgets. Many communities already are already faced with exorbitant expenses related to high labor costs, costly social services, and shrinking tax bases. In retrospect, we are probably paying for the unprecedented government spending of the last decade. The consensus of opinion today, however, seems to be that budgets must be cut, though such cuts threaten to decimate the services the neediest people depend on. The prognosis for the economic future of our cities, therefore, is guarded.

11.- …………………………. public dispute

12.- …………………………. excessive (out of orbit) 

13.- …………………………. perception of events after they have occurred

14.- …………………………. agreement on a course of action

15.- …………………………. to destroy or kill a large portion of something.

C.- READ AND CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS THAT FOLLOW.


Footracing is a popular activity in the U.S.A. It is seen not only as a competitive sport, but also as a way to exercise, to enjoy the camaraderie of like-minded people, and to donate money to a good cause. Though serious runners may spend months training to compete, other runners and walkers might not train at all. Those not competing to win might run in an effort to beat their own time or simply to enjoy the fun and exercise. People of all ages, from those of less than 1 year to those in their 80s, enter into this sport. The races are held on city streets, on college campuses, through parks, and in suburban areas, and they are commonly 5 to 10 kilometers in length.


The largest footrace in the world is the 12-kilometer Bay to Breakers race that is held in San Francisco every spring. There may be 80.000 or more people running in this race through the streets and hills of San Francisco. In the front are the serious runner who compete to win and who might finish in as little as 34 minutes. Behind them are the thousands who take several hours to finish. In the back of the race are those who dress in costumes and come just for fun.

16.- The word “beat” could be best replaced by which of the following?


a. incline


b. overturn


c. outdo


d. undermine

17.- The main purpose of this passage is to:


a. encourage people to exercise


b. describe a popular activity


c. make fun of runners in costume


d. gives reasons for the popularity of footraces
18.- The phrase “to a good cause” could be best replaced by which of the following?


a. for an award


b.- to reward the winner


c. for a good purpose


d. to protect a wise investment

19.- The word “activity” is most similar in meaning  to which of the following?


a. pursuit


b. motion


c. pilgrimage


d. expectation

20.- The word “camaraderie” could best be replaced by which of the following?


a. games


b. companionship


c. jokes


d. views

D.- READ AND WRITE TRUE OR FALSE NEXT TO THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES.


The food we eat seems to have profound effect on our health. Although science has made enormous steps in making food more fit to eat, it has, at the same time, made many foods unfit to eat. Some research has shown that perhaps eighty percent of all human illnesses are related to diet and forty percent of cancer is related to the diet as well, especially cancer of the colon. Different cultures are more prone to contract certain illnesses because of the food that is characteristics in these cultures. That food is related to illnesses is not a new discovery. In 1945, government researchers realized that nitrates and nitrites, commonly used to preserve color in meats and other food additives, caused cancer. Yet, these carcinogenic additives remain in our food, and it becomes more difficult all the time to know which things on the packaging levels are helpful or harmful.  The additives which we eat are not all so direct. Farmers often give penicillin to beef and poultry, and because of this, penicillin has been found in the milk of treated cows. Sometimes similar drugs are administered to animals not for medical purposes but for financial reasons. The farmers are simply trying to fatten the animals in order to obtain a higher price on the market. Although the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has tried repeatedly to control these procedures, the practices continue.

21.- Because of science, disease caused by contaminated food has been virtually eradicated.








______

22.- Nitrates are used to preserve color in meats.



______

23.- Drugs are given to animals only for  medical reasons.


______

24.-Researchers have known about the potential hazards of food additives for over fifty years.









______

25.- Some of the additives in our food are added to the food itself and some are giving to the living animals.







______

E.- READING COMPREHENSION AND VOCABULARY.

Each sentence has a word or phrase underlined. Below each sentence are four other words or phrases. You are to underline the one word or phrase which would best keep the meaning of the original sentence.

26.- The Kennel Club`s computer system, having been installed fifteen years ago, was outmoded.

a. worthless

b. unusable

c. obsolete

d. unnecessary

27.- The actor`s malice towards his co-star was revealed in his vindictive remarks, which almost ruined her career.


a. spiteful

b. outrageous
c. insulting

d. offensive

28.- The student’s glib remarks trivialized the subject and irritated the teacher.


a. angry

b. superficial
c. insulting
         d. offensive
29.- On the witness stand, the suspect, usually a flashy dresser, appeared uncharacteristically nondescript.

30.- You cannot join the team without the prerequisite three-hour course in volleyball.


a. required

b. optional

c. preferred

d. advisable

31.- According to the code of conduct, “every officer will be held accountable for his/her decisions.” 


a. applauded
b. compensated
c. responsible
d. approached

32.- The two sisters, excited by seeing one another after so many years, became animated in an animated conversation.


a. abbreviated
b. civil

c. secret

d. lively

33.- The residents of the area, knowing that seat belts save lives, are compliant with the seat belt law.


a. sceptical

b. obedient

c. forgetful

d. appreciative

34.- Although the neighbourhood was said to be safe, they were repeatedly awakened, bothered by intermittent gunfire all night long.


a. protracted
b. periodic

c. incredulous
d. vehement

35.- Not wanting to commit itself wholeheartedly, the City Council gave tentative approval to the idea of banning smoking from all public buildings.


a. provisional
b. ambiguous
c. wholehearted
d. unnecessary

F.- READ AND TRANSLATE  INTO SPANISH (10 POINTS)


It is very difficult to succeed in the music business; 9 out of 10 bands that release a first record fail to produce a second. Surviving in the music industry requires luck and patience, but most of all it requires intricate knowledge of how a record company functions. The process begins when a representative of a company’s Artist and Repertoire department visits bars and night clubs, scouting for young, talented bands. After the representative identifies a promising band, he or she will work to negotiate a contract with that band. The signing of this recording contract is a slow process. A company will spend a long time investigating the band itself as well as current trends in popular music. During this period, it is important that a band reciprocate with an investigation of its own, learning as much as possible about the record company and making personal connections with different departments that will handle its recordings.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

G.- READ AND LABEL THE ELEMENTS (45 – 50)


The title of this paragraph is the continental crust. There are ten major elements in the continental crust. The major elements in the crust are Chlorine and Sodium. The element that is found in the largest amount is Chlorine. Sodium is found in the second largest amount.


Boron is found in the smallest amount. The crust contains only 0.01% of it. Calcium and Potassium are found in equal amounts.


The major elements in the continental crust, from the one found in the largest amount to the one in the smallest amount are:

1. Chlorine 56%

2. Sodium 32%

3. Magnesium 4%

4. Sulfur 3%

5. Calcium and Potassium 2%

6. Bromine 0.19%

7. Carbon 0.08%

8. Strontium 0.02%

9. Boron 0.01%
