Anthropology: American Culture

Handout 9   Film: Gone With the Wind (1939)

Made 66 years ago, this film portrays life in the American South during and after the Civil War (1860-1864).  It illustrates race and class relations, gender roles, Southern culture (honor, pride, hospitality), and American values (hard work, land ownership, persistence, family).  It is significant as a classic that Americans view now, and have  viewed repeatedly since it was first released in 1939.

Because it is so long (238 minutes) we will probably not be able to see the entire film during our class.

Questions

Why do you think this film is so popular and enduring among Americans?

How are slave/white relations portrayed?  Were the slave demanding abolition of slavery? What changed for them after the Civil War?

How is Southern plantation life portrayed? What did the South expect to gain from winning the Civil War?

What are Rhett Butler’s opinions regarding the war?

Mammy, the black house maid, gives advice and opinions throughout the film. What moral position does she occupy, particularly with respect to the white people she deals with?

Belle, the white prostitute, also represents a certain moral position in the film. What lessons does her character teach? 

What is the perfect white Southern female role? Male role? (Hint: neither Rhett or Scarlett demonstrate it.)

What typical American ideals are illustrated in this film?

Vocabulary


Southern dialect

Carpetbagger


gwine

Darkie



holler

Yankee


ain’t

Dixie



gal

Poor white trash

po

Succession


sho

“sell you south”

scalawag

For the 2 page paper:

State the subject or theme of the film and its point of view. What does this film reveal about American culture? Why do you think Americans find it endlessly fascinating, appealing and engaging?

