Anthropology: American Culture

Handout 8 History and Description of Baltimore and Guayaquil, circa 1820

 In Chapter 1 of Tales of Two Cities, Ana Yagual and Frederick Bailey walk around their towns.  These descriptions stem from Townsend’s use of “visible sources”, architecture and material culture, parades and festivals, and newspaper advertisements.

Chapter 2 goes back in time to the origins and evolution of the two cities.  This is based on previous studies.  It ends with a statistical overview of the employment structures and wealth distributions of the cities in the 1820s.

Chapter 1

1. Both Guayaquil and Baltimore are/were port cities. What economic significance does their riverine/coastal location have? What cultural significance follows from this?

2. There were free blacks and slaves in Baltimore in the 1820s. How did this come to be?  What were their respective living conditions? What rights and restrictions applied to each?

3. What was Baltimore’s “back door”? (p. 40) What was its “front door”?

4. What were the popular entertainments in Baltimore?

5. Work ethics (i.e. the Protestant ethic) and entrepreneurship were similar in  Baltimore and Guayaquil (p. 44). What role did religion play in each city?

6. “What people pay others, and what they are wiling to work for, is at least in part a matter of cultural expectations.” (p. 45) What were these expectations in Baltimore and Guayaquil?

7. What were the ramifications of these expectations in Baltimore and Guayaquil? 

8. What role did voluntary associations play in Baltimore?

Chapter 2

1. Where did these expectations come from? [Whence the institutions?]

2. How did the Algonquian Indians who lived on the Chesapeake tidewater organize their subsistence at the time of the early English settlement? (p. 54)

3. Why did the English fail to transplant the manorial system (of lords and dependent laborers) to the Chesapeake area? (p. 55)

4. What happened to the Indian population of the area over the first one hundred years of English settlement? What were Indian-settler relations like?

5. How did the founding of Guayaquil differ from that of Baltimore?

6. What were the “terms of trade” pertaining to Guayaquil’s cacao and Baltimore’s tobacco and wheat?

7. What were Baltimore’s “internal improvements” (p. 33, 64) and why were these important?

8. Townsend concludes that, in Baltimore, the “rewards for their work” (i.e. workers’ wages, possibilities of improved standards of living) were an important reason for Baltimore’s subsequent industrial development. Do you agree?

Vocabulary

To wend one’s way

Indian moccasins

Turnpike

Stagecoach

Discretionary income

Sojourner

Indentured servant

Headrights

Yeoman citizens

Lest anyone imagine…

