Anthropology: American Culture

Handout 7. Dances with Wolves.

April 11, 2005

​Themes

captive narratives (whites captured by Indians)

rape of the frontier

bad Indians/good Indians (Pawnee/Sioux)

Taking without asking (a non-Indian habit)

Noble savage Indians vs. corrupt civilized whites

War is irrational, pointless

Nature= harmony, freedom, Indians

Military=evil, death, brutality, waste, irrationality, senseless

Questions 

The wolf, buffalo and horse appear in the film as important symbols. What do they represent?

What purpose does the diary serve in the film?

Which army in the Civil War did the hero belong to?

This film is unique in that the Indians speak a native language which is translated in subtitles. Why did the film makers do this?

Why would a white American make and star in a movie that shows American history in such a negative way? Does the movie suggest things could have been different?

Are all Indians good Indians in this film?

What role do landscapes play in this film? What do the various landscapes represent? (i.e. plains, forest in winter, military forts, teepees, star-filled sky)

What do we learn of Sioux social organization in this film? Sioux economy? Gender roles? Political principles (i.e. justice, power, autonomy, role of the individual)?

