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4 April 2005

Handout 6. Culture Matters

1. Who was Max Weber? What did he propose in The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism (1904-5)?

2. What is the nature/nurture debate about?

3. What is dependency theory?

4. Where does Marxist thought fit into these arguments?

5. How were the Japanese like the Protestant ideal type that Weber described?

6. Do you think culture makes almost all the difference?

7. What objections can you make to Weber’s thesis?

Vocabulary

“determinants of complex processes are invariably plural” (p.3)

“Japanese authorities could only temporize and, by waffling, discredit themselves” (p.7)

“days of yore” (p.8)

“will-o’-the-wisp” (p.9)

“goodness was a plausible sign of election” (p.11)

Literate mothers matter. (p.12)

“an adventitious personality type” (p.12)

cliché

platitudes (p.13)

“a dessert age” (p.13)

