Handout 11

Activity for Wednesday May 25

Simulated Baltimore City Council Meeting, circa 1820

For this activity, we divide the class into three groups, each group including one third of the students in the American Culture class. One group will represent the elite sector of Baltimore; the city mayor will be appointed among the members of this group. The mayor will preside at the city council meeting.  This means keeping order, recognizing speakers, asking questions if necessary for clarification.

 A second group will represent the middle sectors, and the third group will represent the poor. This last group will include whites, free blacks and slaves.

During the meeting each sector will propose an “improvement”, probably based on its own interests, needs, values and understandings.  Each member of the sector will give a brief oral statement supporting or explaining the proposal or petition. You may write  out your statement if you wish.

The other two sectors must respond to the proposal, according to their own interests, either explaining why they agree or disagree with it, or, suggesting changes or amendments to it.

Thus all members of each sector must understand the possibilities and limitations of their sector; the values, beliefs, habits, pastimes, work, religious practices and educational opportunities typical of their class of person in Baltimore of 1820.

Each group will appoint a scribe to write down the petition that the group presents to the meeting. All members of the group will sign the petition and add a supporting statement under their name. The petitions will be turned in to me at the end of the meeting and will replace a reading quiz.

Membership in the sectors will be assigned as follows:

Elite: Abad-Corral
(appoint a mayor)

Middle: Correa-Ochoa

Poor: Ordoñez-Yumbla 
(divide into blacks and whites) 

